78                           MG1ISH TRAITS,                       [OHAP.

ponchos for the Mexican, bandannas for the Hindoo,
ginseng for the Chinese, beads for the Indian, laces
for the Flemings, telescopes for astronomers, cannons
for kings.

The Board of Trade caused the best models of
Greece and Italy to be placed within the reach of
every manufacturing population. They caused to be
translated from foreign languages and illustrated by
elaborate drawings, the most approved works of
Munich, Berlin, and Paris, They have ransacked
Italy to find now forms, to add a grace to the products
of their looms, their potteries, and their foundries.1

The nearer we look, the more artificial is their
social system. Their law is a network of fictions.
Their property, a scrip or certificate of right to
interest on money that no man over saw. Their social
classes are made by statute. Their ratios of power
and representation are historical and legal. The last
Reform-bill took away political power from a mound,
a ruin, arid a stone-wall, whilst Birmingham and
Manchester, whoso mills pipd for the wars of Europe,
had no rcpresGiit.at.ive. Purity in the elective Parlia-
ment is secured by the purchase of scats-tt Foreign
power is kept by armed colonies ; power at home, by
a standing army of police. The paupor lives better
than the free labourer; tha thief hotter than the
paupor; and the transported felon hotter than the

1 See Memorial of II Oroezwuglt, p. Cfl    Now York, 1863,
a Sir 8, Komilly, purtwt of Knglisli patriotH, dttddtui that

the only independent mo<I*t of entering 1'arliamtmt. was to buy

a scat, and he bought llorsham.